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This project-in-progress used a 
community-based research methodology 
(Collins et al., 2019) and brought 
together a community of activists to 
design lessons for how street art can be 
used in social studies teacher preparation. 
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Sanctioned or 
Unsanctioned?

“Sweet Auburn”

1. Self-toured street art in Sweet Auburn 
District (Atlanta, Georgia); 

2. Conducted a self study using the street art 
I captured in the Sweet Auburn Area (see 
results section); 

3. Reached out to Sweet Auburn Mural 
Project Team; 

4. Wrote a community engagement grant to 
collaborate with Sweet Auburn Mural 
Team; 

5. Conducted listening sessions with the 
Sweet Auburn Mural Team;

6. Drafted lesson plans/scaffolds with Street 
Auburn Mural Team; 

7. Modeled the drafted lesson 
plans/scaffolds in social studies methods. 

Project Summary 
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“The other street art I encountered 
throughout the Sweet Auburn District 
provides a site of education that 
transcends formal schooling and offers 
a public pedagogy that can be used to 
work toward needed change within 
local communities and greater society 
(O’Malley et al., 2020)… murals that 
offer a pedagogy to not only 
remember the “what was” but that also 
imagines the what can be is what I 
argue encapsulates the fullness of 
street art” (Lewis, In Press).  
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